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| Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and sce now, ans 
> know, and seck in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there 
be ar ny that t executeth | judgment, that sccketh the truth. Jeremiah v. 1 


- ot 
NEW ENGLAND CLERGY, OR **BUILDING THE OLD 
WASTES.” 


’ bs v ‘4 y y arp 
Lirtraucts from Lyman Beecher’s Sermon, continued from page <7. 











‘If these waste places are not built they will exert a 
| powertul influence to create other wastes, aud extend the 
scene of desolation. Each waste, like Babel, will send out 
yearly, its host of emigrants, of many tongues, [other sects } 
strangers to the fear of the Lord, and furious in their op- 
position to our civil and religious order, and prepared to ex- 
ert, always, a pernicious, and sometimes, as circumstances 
favour, a fatal influence upon the town or society [parish ] 
in which they reside. From these wastes also sally forth the 
infidel, seeking whom he may devour;—the universalist, to 
quiet profligates in sin, and multiply their number ;—the 
politic al empiric to augment his party; and the sectarian 
of every name, to proselyte, until a broad circumference 
around shall become as divided, and weak, and dissolute, as 
Babel itself. Evil communications corrupt good manners. 
‘‘heir word eateth as doth a canker. <A conflagration on 
the borders of a city is not more to be dreaded, than a so. 

ciety, [parish] bereft of the gospel, emancipated from tly 
fearof the Lord, and self-destroyed, 1s to be feared by neig!r- 
bouring societies. Facts, lamentable facts, may be found in 
this State to justify these apprehensions. 
‘If the wastes among us are not built, they will under- 
mine, ultimately, the civil and religious order of the State. 
“The religious and civil order of this State, commenced 
their existence together, and together they will live or ex- 
pire. One was made for the other, or rather one was made 
by the other. Without the religious order of the State to 
form the conscience and exablish. the fear of the Lord, our 
civil iastitutions, which have stood almost two centuries, 
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could not have endured a year. Let the ancient churches 
in this State, one after another, be broken down, and the 
doctrines which have purified and cheered them, cease to be 
heard, and soon Connecticut will be Connecticut no more. 
— Esau we may seek, carefully, with tears, what our fol- 

y has abandoned, but no repentance will retrieve our ruin, 
Our laws, habits, and manners, are the result of our reli- 
sion; all other causes combined have not had so much in- 
Auence; remove this master spring, and every movement 
will stop. Bid the soul depart, and that moment will the 
body die. But who would risk the tremendous experiment ? 
Have our religious institutions been so barren of good to us, 
that we may lightly trifle them away in search of better? 
Or is experimenting in religion so harmless‘a thing, that if 
the right form does not come out of the fire, we can restore 
the molten mass to its former uses? No, let the prevailing © 
religious order of the State [the Congregational religion ] 
be once broken down, and it is gone forever. 

‘The time past is more than sufficient to have neglected 
our duty and slept over our dangers. 

‘We have trusted to our laws, to our habits, to the good 
sense of the people; and in common times these might have 
sufficed. But on common times we have not fallen, and to 
meet the change, common exertions are not sufficient. Other 
teligious denominations have not been inattentive to the pre- i 
servation, and the increase of their churches, while we un- 7 
admonished by circumstances, have kept on in the beaten Hl 
track. Indeed, we have, for so long a time, borne patiently | 
every assault, that to assail us [keep cool Lyman Beecher ] } 
is deemed a right, and resistance, on our part, even in self- 
defence, [the tables are certainly turned in old Connecticut] 
is deemed persecution. With the loving speech of charity 
and toleration, the onset is made upon us, but if we open 
our lips, if we lift a finger, if we do not retreat, and aban- 
don to strangers the heritage of our fathers, if we do not 
even help them to destroy us, the heavens are rent with the 
cry of bigotry and persecution. [It is a very hard case, Mr. 
Beecher.] Is it not time then, to awake to our duty, that 
by a vigorous enterprise, we may retrieve what is past, and 
stop the progress of decline? The causes which have laid 

us waste, are, many of them, in operation still, and without 
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a special counteracting influence, will not be confined te 
their present limits. Other churches will become feeble, 
and the feeble desolate. Ambition, covetousness, irreligion, 
revenge, and false zeal, by their continual droppings, will 
wear away, by piecemeal, our firm foundations. The chil- 
dren of alienated families [different sects] are multiplying, 
and their education, or want of it, are operating alike to 
change the character of the State. ‘Their opinions, their 
property, their example, and their suffrage will have its in- 
fluence in every town, and upon all our public concerns, 
changing, silently, and to a fatal extent, the civil, the moral, 
and the religious character of the State.’ 


If there were a few more such choice spirits in old Con. 
necticut as Lyman Beecher, they would make a powertu! 
struggle to regain the power and ascendency they once held 
in the councils of the State, but which happily they have 
lost. 





—-—------— 


PROPHECIES OF DANIEL WITH RESPECT TO THE 
KINGDOMS OF EUROPE. 


No facts, in connexion with prophecy, are more worthy 
of our attention than those which relate to the present king- 
doms of Europe. These kingdoms, answering to the feet 
and toes of the image, (Daniel, chap. it.) are yet in existence, 
and they will continue to exist in the same corrupt state, till 
the stone cut out without hands, breaks them to pieces, and 
they are swept away like the chaff of the summer threshing-floor, 
A new order of things will then be established in their seat 
as unlike the present as day is to night, or as holiness is to 
vice. 

Every thing which appertains to the work to be accom 
plished by this stone, is yet future. None of the religious 
institutions or associations yet formed, under pretence of 
promoting the interests of Christ’s kingdom, and the wel- 
fare of mankind, will be productive of any beneficial results. 
They are all filled with the seeds of their own dissolution, 
and constitute parts of that corrupt system which will be 
broken to pieces by the power and energy of divine truth, 


and finally be so entirely destroyed or removed that no plate 
will be found for them. 
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The grand object of the Holy Alliance, so cailed, is to 
suppoit and perpetuate the present degenerate and oppres- 
sive gevernments of Europe. But when the time shall ful- 
ly arrive for their overthrow, nothing will be able to let or 
hinder its accomplishment. That such an event will take 
place, none who believe in prophecy can entertain any 
doubts, Like the Emperor Napoleon, these powers will 
appear in all their majesty, greatness, and strength, just be- 
‘ore their entire downfall .—plainly evidencing that the hand 
of the Almighty 1s employed in their destruction, and that 
nothing is hard or difficult for him to accomplish. 

As it respects the purity of true Christianity, and of that 

“kingdom”? which the God of heaven will one day set up 
on the ruins of earthly governments, (see Dan. ii. 44) pro- 
gessors in general appear to possess as great ignorance as 
ihe Jewish nation at the advent of the Messiah. Pomp and 
grandeur, with a round of external ceremonies and perform- 
ances, pass for piety and devotion, and the visible church or 
Christian temple is filled with gospel traffickers of every 
grade; with noble and ignoble hypocrites, knaves and. cheats. 
The whole of this mass of corruption is now aroused up to 
spread the Redeemer’s kingdom, and the cry for money, money, 

| to carry on the “ blessed work,” is rung through every sec- 
tion and corner of the earth. 

The zeal and efforts now exhibited for promoting reli- 
gion, have in them no more the nature of true religion than 
| the works and doings of the Scribes and Pharisees of old; | 
nor will they find any more acceptance before God, or be 
productive of better effects. The governing principle and § 
motives to action among modern, are the same as among the 
ancient Pharisees: Hence, the more active and zealous per- 
sons become in the clerical plans and schemes now in opera- 
tion to build up the kingdom of Christ, the more sure they 
will be to oppose the means and the instruments, which He 
ti shall employ, for its accomplishment. It was the most zeal- 
ous among the Jews, and * devout women,”’ so called, that 
were the greatest opposers of Christ and his Apostles. 

Already, if we see a great zealot for modern Missions, 
for Theological Seminaries, and other clerical plans and 
schemes of the day, we shall generally find a man who is 
almost wholly destitute of any true religion, This, td some, 
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| may seem a very fincharitable declaration, but it 1s sufficient- 
» ly apparent to many, and the truth of it will become more 
> and more manifest, till priests and their-plans are wholly ex- 
ploded from the pale of the Christian church. eC 3 
As the governments of this earth; and corrupt Christiani- 
» ty, in most countries, are closely allied and support each 
other, they will both be destroyed at the same time—and 
mankind will be delivered. from the tyranny and.oppression 
of the former, and the delusions and impositions practised 
on them by the latter. This is what is plainly set forth in 
the prophecies of Daniel, and no constructions or explana- 
tions that can be put upon them will prevent their fulfil- 
ment at the period and time appointed—nor is that period 
very distant. 
> ——_ 
[From the Christian Baptist, printed at Buffuioe, Va.) 
THE CLERGY.—No. Y. 

We left the young clergyman in the arms of. his lately 
espoused congregation,Jiving upon the dowry of his spiritual 
consort; duly trained, divinely consecrated, formally wed- 
fy ded, and.actively employed in building up the cause of God, 

' in which his own cause is deeply interested. Here again we 

find him, and hear him teaching that ‘they that preach the 
gospel should live of the gospel.’” With great eloquence, 
he remonstrates against * muzzling the ox that treadeth out 
the corn;”? and with zeal for justice and righteousness, he 
exclaims, ‘the labourer is worthy of his hire.’”? ‘That his 
congregation may not: consider themselves doing him a fa- 
vour, when they pay him five hundred or a thousand a year, 
| he argues with great pathos, ‘* our debtors ye are, for it we 
| ‘impart to you our spiritual. things, it isa matter of poor re- 
/ turn, if you impart unto us your caraal things.’’ 

Indeed money is of vital consequence in the kingdom of 
the clergy. Without it a clergyman could not be made, 
nor a congregation supplied with a “faithful pastor.”? O 
mammon, thou wonder-working god of this world, who is 
msensible to thy charms! ‘Thy brilliant countenance sheds 
a charming lustre on every thing! Thou distillest into the 
souls of priests and people an animating sweetness, and when 
every other ‘“call”’ is disregarded, thy voice wakens into 
ecstacy, zeal and piety, the slumbering ear—it wakes ob-. 
sequious to thy nod, 
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Money is the bond of union, the assoctating principle in ail 
popular establishments. There is a Christian congrega- 
tion,”? I think it is christened associate reformed, or perhaps, 
Episcopalian, or general assembly, or some other name. It 
has not met for three months. Why? It is “ vacant.’? What 
do you mean by “ vacani?’? It has not the bread of life 
broken to it by a faithful pastor. Why? It is “ weak.” 
Not aéle to hire a pastor. It is not able to pay “ supplies.” 
Whenever they can ‘raise’? four or six dollars, this sum 
brings them all together, and a faithful pastor with his 
mouth full of the bread of life. The sitle flock sit sweetly 
entertained under the “ droppings of the sanctuary’’ for a few 
hours. He bids them God speed. ‘They go home —and in 
the course of some time a similar sum brings them together 
a second time. May be they get so “ strong” as to bea 
sixth, or a fourth part of the “support”? of one of ‘the watch- 
men of Zion.”’? He is half his time in one congregation, a 
fourth in another, and a fourth in a third. Three churches, 
one pastor—one husband, three wives!! Married to the 
three. To one congregation he gives half his time and half 
his divinity, and receives half his living, half his stipends for 
it. ‘To the other two share and share alike, because they 
are alike weak. Now who is so blind as not to see that 
money is the cause of this mystery. It is another proof of 
the old text, ‘no pay, no preach.” 

But let us look at this matter again. A young gentle- 
man of fine talents comes forward, and from the same *¢ di- 
vinity school’? another one of slender talents—but he is a 
“< quell-meaning man,’’ a pious soul, humble and plain. They 
both push their fortune. The one is placed on the frontiers 
over a charge of 300 dollars, the other in the city over a 
charge of 2000 dollars. What is the cause of this mystery? 
Another text explains it. It is found in the chronicles of 
the British Parliament.—It reads thus, “ Ewery man has his 
price.’ Yes, and every congregation has its own faste. A 
wealthy and a polite congregation sits very uneasy under the 
pious efforts of a homespun, coarse, and awkward mechanic. 
His sing-song monotony, and sawing gesticulations, anima- 
ted by the zeal of Elijah, freezes the genial current of their 
souls. It wont do—he tries it again. The pews are empty. 
‘Vorse than ever. To the west he goes. In the wilderness 








vat 
jie is like John the Baptist. His disgusting elocution, his 
awkward figure, and his frightful gestures, are all unsullied 
sanctity, unfeigned devotion. The rural saint is full of his 


» praise. 
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The young divine of fine talents is admired, is adored, 
where his class-mate would not be heard—not because of his 
supposed want of piety, but his want of talent and _polite- 


> ness. But when the fashionable orator places himself in the 


pulpit, the house is crowded, the galleries are full. 
Money I think may be considered not merely as the bond 


a of union in popular establishments, but it is really the rock 
"on which the popular churches are built. Before church 


union is proposed, the grand point to ascertain is, are we 


able to support achurch. Before we give a “call,’’ let us 


see, says the prudent saint, what we can “ make up.”?” A 


| meeting is called—the question is put,—‘* How much will 


39? 


_ you give: It goes round—each man writes his name or 
' makes his mark. A handsome sum is subscribed. A petition 


is sometimes presented to the legislature for an act of incor- 
poration, to confirm their union, and to empower them to 
raise, by the civil law or the arm of power, the stipulated 
sum. Allis now secure. The church is founded upon this 
rock. It goes into operation. The parson comes, Their 
social prayers, praises, sacraments, sermons and fasts, com-. 
mence—every thing 1s put into requisition. But what was 
the primum mobile? What the moving cause? Money. As 
proof of this, let the congregation decrease by emigration or 
death; the money fails; the parson takes a missionary tour; 
he obtains a louder ‘call;”? he removes. Money failed is the 
cause—and when this current freezes, social prayers, praises, 
‘‘ sacraments,’ sermons, and congregational fasts, all cease. 
Money, the foundation is destroyed, and down comes the su- 
perstructure raised upon it. Reader, is not this the fact? 
And dare you say that money is not the basis of the modern 
religious establishments? It begins with money—it goes on 
with money—it ends when money fails. The church of 
Jesus Christ is founded upon another basis, nourished b 

other means, is not dissolved by such causes, and will sur- 
vive all the mines of Peru, all the gold of Ophir. The mo- 
dern clergy say they do not preach for money. Very well. 
Let the people pay them none and they will have as much 
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ef thdir preaching still. Besides there will be no suspicidn 
of their veracity. 
fp — ————— 
Extract of a letter from an aged and respectable minister of the 
‘Baptist persuasion, in Massachusetis. 

‘¢ Enclosed is one dollar, in payment for the Reformer. | 
am glad you are disposed ‘to continue this work, as an anti. 
ote to numerous publications of the present day, which | 
consider essentially erroneous. ¢ Darkness covers the earth, 
and gross darkness the people.’ ‘An horrible thing 1s com. 
mitted in the land—the prophets prophesy falsely, the priests 
bear rule;? and what is passing strange, here in New Eng- 
land ‘ the people love to have it so.’ 

“In Europe it is abundantly evident, that the more nu- 
merous their-mercenary clergy, the more ignorant, wretch- 
ed-and vicious, the mass of the people. 

“We, in this country, have a numerous and rapidly in- 
creasing priesthood; a great proportion of whom, though 
manufactured by our most experienced and skilful artists, 
really appear ‘ignorant, blind watchmen; yea greedy dogs 
that can never have enough;: every one looking for his gain, 
from his quarter.’ 

«In regard to the popular'religious schemes of the day, 


at am conscientiously opposed to shipping missionaries, of any 


description, to Asta; for nothing short of ¢ pure and undefiled 
religion before God, even the Father,’ will prove, as I be- 
lieve, of any solid advantage to the benighted heathen; and, 
of that precious article, we have not a quarter enough ‘for 
home consumption—or in more proper language, to supply 
the immediate and urgent wants of our own country. Sup- 
pose we were to ship all the men-made hireling clergy in 
America to Hindostan, would they promote the cause of pure 
and undefiled religion there? No. Nor would that precious 
cause sustain any damage by their removal from America. 
«It has been often urged as a matter of the highest im- 
portance, that an ordained clergy be diffused through every 
land, that they may administer gospel ordinances, and break 
the bread of life to the people. I must confess I know not 
what they mean by a minister’s ‘ breaking the bread of life.’ 
‘I am the bread of life,’ said Christ—but where do we read 


of gospel ministers dreating Christ? As to gospel ordi-. 
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ances,’ 1 am unable to find any evidence m the Scriptures 
that our Lord Jesus Christ ever instituted any ceremonials, 
> or carnal ordinances of any kind. 
_ __ ** How is it possible, that after the inspired writers have 
> delineated the evay to heaven with such unparalleled perspi- 
| cuity, that those who-run may read, it should still remain 
so involved in obscurity as to require a mercenary band ot 
professional guides? ‘To me it appears hardly possible. 1] 
have sometimes of late been led to put the following ques- 
tion: —Can a true church of Christ be found in the world, 
_ that have not been in the habit of quenching the spirit, and 
| despising prophesyings, but what are fully competent to 
’ worship God acceptably, in their collective capacity, with- 
out foreign aid, or a hired speaker ? 
*¢ How plain are we taught in divine revelation, 
The only infallible way of salvation:— 
‘Do justly, love mercy, walk humbly with God,’ 
lor this is the strait and the heavenly road. 
‘This is religion good and.undefiled;’ 
Approv’d of God our Father—pure and mild:— 
Befriend the poor—th’ oppress’d in deep distress,— 
The suff’ring widows, and the fatherless;: 
Avoid the spots a vicious world impart: 
‘Know thowand serve the Lord with all thy heart.’ 
ao Ife lov’d our sinful race, and sent his Son, 
a Not to condemn, but save a world undone.’”’ Ii. N. 


Far 


|The folfowing communication is from one who has heretofore 
» been very zealous and active in the cause of Missions, and who 


has exerted his influence to procure funds to aid in the pro- 
secution of the work. His remarks, therefore, are entitled to 
some consideration with those, who, without thought or reflec- 
tion, continue to cast into what is termed, with more profanc- 
ness than piety, the “treasury of the Lord.’’] 


9 For the Reformer. 
GERMANTOWN MISSIONARY PRAYER-MEETINGS AND GIFTS. 
| Mr. Reformer—I was last night a hearer, in Germantown, ° 
' of one of those Missionary Sermons, called in one of your 
numbers, ‘* Milking of the Goats.” The result is, that there 
is hereafter to be a monthly concert of prayer for missions, 
and above all, for casting our mites into the treasury. Our 
9} obligations to these things were deduced from the text, 
# * Arise shine, thy light is come.” 
a 19 
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I thought, with the speaker, that it would indeed beg 
time of glory to the church, when we should all come with 
one heart to give our aid to sending the Gospel to every 
dark corner of the habitable globe; and I felt a conscious. 
ness it was a comparatively easy affair for all good men, Pos. 
sessing the life of God in the soul, wherever they went into 
Weathen climes, to teach the knowledge of God and his 
Christ. But great objections I felt to the manner in which 
all the present expensive efforts to evangelize the Heathens 
are conducted. Knowing how genteely they were generally 
provided for; with their provision for wives, children, and 
servants, 1 could not but feel my mind rejecting the con- 
tinued appeal to our feelings and sympathies, for their al- 
leged deprivations and sufferings, in leaving fathers and mo- 
thers, and the comforts of Some and civilization, for the sake 
of the Gospel. I could not but remember how many young 
men of our village were actually in distant lands, withou: 
noney and without patronage, vo/untari/y submitting to their 
deprivations for the ordinary hope of gain. I thought that 
even in the same ships which wafted the missionaries com, 
fortably, in well provided cabins, there were our relatives, 
common seamen before the mast, living on coarser fare, anc 
habited in rougher garments, buffeting the raging elements, 
while the missionary family were soundly wrapt in sleep. 

While preachers so vehemently exhort us to the duty of 
** forsaking all for the gospel’s sake,”’ and do so little of selt- 
denial themselves, it reminds me of the Pharisees of old, 
who bound heavy burthens on others, while they themselves 
would not move them with one of their fingers. 7 am a friend 
to evangelizing the world by missionaries—but not such as now 
so ardently press into the service. I want to see them, 
themselves, ‘* hate (or forsake) father and mother, and wife 
and children, for the gospel’s sake,”’ as St. Luke, chap. xiv. 
26-32, expresses it. Let them once go abroad without 
avives and children, (thus showing at least some of the self 
denial they preach) and I will give my aid cheerfully, as | 
formerly did, till I saw the squanderings of the alms of the 
church lost in the transportation of women, and children, and 
servants! Look into any missionary accounts you will, and 
see the sums dissipated for these unmissionary purposes!— 
tow often do we see the whole expedition broken up, and 
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double expenses incurred for the return of . the missionary fa- 
mily, because of the sickness of the wife, or some of the 
children. How often too, are we taxed with the children’s 
education, (far above our children who contribute, ) who, be- 
cause of the death of the father or the mother, are sent to 
us from Africa, from India, or from the Pacific! When I 
witness such waste of what the pious give solely for mis- 
sionary labours, I can’t but say, How can permanent good 
ensue? Do we not see that these families prevent true mis- 
sionaries from occupying their places? And could we not 
send ten missionaries where we now send one, if this expen- 
sive appendage of missionary indulgence were not annexed ? 
Are these indeed se/f-denying men, who yet have not spiritual- 
ity enough of person, to be measurably dead to such sensual 
affections as thus eat up and devour the widows mites, and 
the alms of the church? Finally, I wonder, I deeply won- 
der, that missionaries themselves should not, in some mo- 
ments of consideration, feel compunctions at seeing how 
their families were absorbing the hard collected doles of the 
people! I am pained at their apathy! May God speedily 
endow his spiritual tollowers with a better spirit! or when 
more of common sense prevails, the name of missionary will 
become synonymous with extortioner. Berean. 
Extracts, &e: for the Reformer. 

Says a writer, “ The Christian religion is indeed carried 
to the uttermost parts of the earth; but with it are carried 
the habits and vices of civilized life; and the question may 
fairly be put, whether the Heathen will be gainers by the 
result ?”” ! 

The famous (rather infamous) Indian Chief Branpr, 
who, with fire and sword, laid waste a large district, inhab- 
ited by a harmiess people, on the frontier, sparing nothing 
that possessed the gift of life, had an English education. 

Extract from the New York Observer.—*It seems: that 
Too1, notwithstanding his long residence in England, hav- 
ing returned to his native country, (New Zealand, ) under 
the immediate care of one of the missionaries, soon fell into 
the course of the people. His conversation, during break- 
iast, (says Capt. Cruise, a British officer,) was a continued 
boast of what he had done in the late expedition to Thames 
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River, aud he dwelt with pleasure on an instance ot his.ge. 
neralship.—When having forced a small party of the in. 
habitants into a narrow:place, from whence they could not 
escape, he was enabled to successively shoot two-and-twenty 
of them, without their having power of making the least re. 
sistance. ‘To qualify this story, he remarked, that though: 
all the dead bodies were devoured by his tribe, neither he 
nor his brother ate human flesh, nor did he fight on Sun. 
days.’’* 

Thus he appears to have been made, ‘‘tqwo-fold more, a 
child of hell,’ than he was before he saw the missionaries— 
adding to his other wickedness the sin of hypocrisy. 

When I read the above, several. circumstances of the late 
Creek war “stared -me in the face,’’—particularly that of 
the Creeks being shot,. piked, &c. in the caves and dens of 
the earth, to which they had fled for shelter from the ven. 
geance of Christian warriors, so called.. Whoever has read 
the “ Rev.’? William Parkinson’s War Sermon, or ** Dr.” 
M-Leod’s Four Sermons on the same subject; and has seen 
some of President Witherspoon’s works,+ and the war ser- 
mon at the end of the celebrated President Davis’s 2 vol. 
Ser. from the text,— Cursed is he that keepeth back his sword 
from blood, cannot suppose that modern professors, and 
preachers, will be likely to make the heathen much better, 
or bring them to be more merciful. 

It is probable that Too1, from “ his Jong residence in Eng- 


iand,”’ and from his being sent,.‘‘ under the immediate care of 


one of the missionaries,’’ to his native land, had been received 
into the visible church, though I. have net seen any account 


of his being baptized. A. B. 


Human Butchery.—Since the commencement of the 11th 
century, England and France have been at war 266 years, 
and the total loss of men is estimated at 26,000,000. 





* It seems that much stress is laid by missionaries upon -the 
universal observance of the Sabbath at the Otaheitan, and the 
growing attention to it at the Sandwich Islands. But if like 
Toor, they become more inclined for war and bloodshedding, 
their gain in religion will prove a loss to morality and their 
neighbours. 

{ For short extracts from President Witherspoon’s works on 
the subject of war, see Reformer, vol. iv. p. 137. 
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‘or the Reformer. 
It may be said that the gkeat error has been in those who 
‘have professed the Christian religion, particularly since the 


# era termed ‘the Reformation,’”’ that in their controversies 
~ they have written and said too much. 


if the object has been to convert the whole into one sect, 
and to reduce them to one set of opinions, events have shown 
the inutility, as well as the impossibility of the attempt. 

And why should the attempt be still going on? Why 
should men consume their time in striving to show others to 
be in the wrong, white perhaps themselves may not be in 
the right ? 

‘There are some leading features of onr profession, in 
which all are agreed, and the evident results to which they 
lead, are submitted to the sincere reflection of all who are 
well disposed. 

It is said, *¢ God is a spirit, and those who worship him 
must do 6o in spirit and in truth.”? All admit the truth of 
this position—all should therefore see that their conduct is 
conformed thereto, as an axiom lying at the very foundation 
of -ell religious worship. Now the expression, ‘in spirit,’’ 
appears plainly to show, that the worship of the Almighty 
must be the work of the mind—must be seated in the sou/, 
and have the Aeart engaged in it. Hence, nothing extra- 
neous to the person of the worshipper, nothing of a material 
nature beyond the dwelling place of the soul of him who 
offers up his adoration, can have part or lot in the matter, 
or contribute in the smallest degree to that worship, which 
it 1s declared must be “in spirit and in truth.’’ 

If then there can be no intervening object, in worship and 
adoration, between the soul of man and its Maker, how can 
men justify the hiring of themselves out to act as ministers, 
to serve for wages, in that office which no being on earth 
can perform for another, in the way of a substitute, in the 
awful service of the greatest of all beings, the inconceivably 
good and Almighty God! Surely men do not sufficiently 
consider what the worship of this Being is! Surely they 
must act without reflection, when they suppose that mere 
atoms of his own creation can conduct the worship and ser- 
vice of Him who created aut things ! 


Strat Nominis Umsra. 
Vou. V. 11 
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Extracts, &c. for the Reformer. 

“Few men take the pains, or are possessed of sufficient know. 
ledge to examine the religion in which they were born; they 
generally follow it, and from habit and education believe it pre- 
terable to any other.” 

Now who does not perceive the truth of the above re. 
marks, when applied to the superficial religion of the pre- 
sent age; but the religion of the gospel is quite another 
thing:—the first, having béen handed down by the teach- 
ings of uninspired men, has served to rivet the shackles of 
habit, and chain down the mind to innumerable forms and 
ceremonies—the other, conducts the soul immediately to the 
fountain of truth and holiness. 

‘If we examine the writings of the ancients we shall find that 
Polytheism was almost universally considered by men of learn- 
ing as a fable invented to amuse the superstitious multitude, and 
calculated to maintain the influence and authority of the priest- 
hood, who, united with the state, reciprocally supported each 
other.” 

Can it be supposed that human nature is not the same 
NOW, as in ancient times, or that the modern priesthood are 
not also “looking for gain from their quarter?” And do 
they not employ their wits and their advantages as did those 
of old, and to the same ends ?—-Advantages too, which their 
predecessors possessed not. 

The Pagan priests depended solely on their fables, but 
the moderns, (like the Jewish Doctors, with the Law,) by 
mixing both law and gospel with human traditions, have 
made it both a difficult and laborious task for him who shall 
undertake to detect and expose the errors of their religious 
systems. 

A correspondent, in one of your late numbers, has touch- 
ed the subject of employing ministers to conduct religious ser- 
vices, and rightly calls it an adsurdity to suppose that one 
person can perform Divine worship for others. 1 know of no 
authority in the New Testament to sanction the use of the 


phrase, perform worship, and much less for the meaning at- 
tached to it. 


The Jewish priest was divinely appointed to stand as it 
were between creatures and the Creator—between offenders 
and their righteous Judge—in this he was a type of the 
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Messiah, “the perfect High Priest of the order of Mel- 
chisedeck, and of good things [then] to come.” 
The worship of the temple was an outward worship that 


© could be performed by man, for men; but the worship of the 


gospel, being internal, cannot be performed by one man for 
another. Now, whenever or wherever the spirit of Christ is, 
there is liberty—liberty for every individual, having that spit, 
to approach the mercy seat, not by proxy, or the intermeciate 
outward, or bodily acts of a fellow being, but by “the abil: 
ty,” freely given to him from above. 

But the present general mode of religious education, (both 
by precept and example,) has a tendency to lead the minds 
of the rising generation to regard the clergy as so many me- 
diators.* The idea of a mediator seems to be implanted in 





* The worship ordained and required, by the Papal church, to 
the Virgin Mary, and to the Saints, is not of the absolute Kine, 
as if she or they could save them, but merely as mediators or 
‘ercessors—** Mary, &c. pray for us,”’ is the sum of their worship. 

The Westminster Divines, (so they style themselves) in their 
book of commentaries, and nearly all who have succeeded them 
in that line, down to Scott and Clarke, in their Bibles,.so called, 
say, on Rev. iv. 6, “ Four beasts, (living creatures)—These re- 
present the ministers [of the gospel,] who lead: [says an older 
commentator] the worship of the people.” [Figuratively the 24 
Elders.] Again—“ Full of eyes, before und behind—before, to look. 
to God, and behind, to look to their people.”? Now, 1 would ask, 
wherein lies the difference between the Popish doctrine, and 
that contained in the drift of this comment? All the difference, 
which Ecan perceive, consists in this, that the first, boldly and 
openly, ordains mediators of departed spirits; the other, insidious- 
ty drives at constituting /’ving ones. °Tis almost ‘useless to ask, 
which is most dangerous? 

Westminster Confession of Faith—Chap. 30. 1st, “The Lord 
Jesus, [with what freedom they use this name, and how becom- 
mg, will be seen!] as king and head of his church, hath therein 
appointed a government in the hand of church officers.” * * * * 
~d, “To these officers [meaning themselves, as will also be seen] 
the keys of the kingdom of heaven are committed, by virtue 
whereof they have power respectively to retain and remit sins, 
to shut that kingdom [I think this, at least, equal to Popery,} 
against the impenitent, both by the word and censures, and to 
open it unto penitent sinners, by the ministry of the gospel, and 
by absolution from censures as occasion shall require.” Chap. 
31. ** For the government of the church there ought to be sy- 
nods and councils.”?* * * 2d, “As magistrates may call a synod 
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the human mind by the all-wise Creator—this I think may 
be gathered from the conduct of the Heathen, so called, 
who, under a sense of guilt, appear to have been driven to 
adopt ‘the doctrine of demons, and make to themselves” 
mediators, protectors, intercessors, &c. of angels, saints, he- 
roes, &c.—This principle of the human heart, appears to 
have been managed by the priests and clergy of all nations 
to subserve their purposes in moulding and conforming the 
mass of mankind to reverence them as protectors from eve 

evil, and procurers of every good; and this I believe to be 
the main prLLar OF Popery, and the foundation of all the 
false religion in the world. A. B. 


ae 


[From Plain Truth. } 

Messrs. Editors—Previous to my acquaintance with Plain 
‘ruth, and other liberal publications, I had imbibed the 
opinion that the clergy could never exercise an undue in- 
fluence with the affairs of the United States. I had per- 
suaded myself that where the liberty of conscience was ex- 
pressly permitted by the constitution, and where the press 
maintained such uninterrupted freedom, no set of men could 
combine interests, distinct from the community, sufficiently 
powerful to endanger our liberties. But I have found my- 
self grossly mistaken. I have opened my eyes (or rather 
you have opened them for me) upon facts, no less alarming 
than true; and which, if suffered to remain unchecked, 
would give a fatal blow to our liberties, and plunge us into 
a depth of subjection, of all others, the most to be abhorred. 
‘These facts are simply, that a combination of men, under a 
cloak of exterior sanctity, have made the attempt to render 
subservient to their unholy views, the press, which we are 
proud to call the palladium of our safety. Already have 








of ministers, * * so, if magistrates be open enemies to the church, 
iwho are to be judges in this case?] the ministers of Christ [them- 
selves again, | of themselves, by virtue of their office, [who put 
them into oflice’} may meet,” &c. Sd, “It belongeth to synods 
and councils, to determine [by votes, or ballots?] controversies 
of faith, * * to set down rules, &c. for the better ordering of the 
worship of God, and the government of his church—its decrees 
to be received [by the people] with reverence and submission.” 
For further on this head, see chap. 20, § 4, where, to censures 
of the church, is added, ** the power of the civil magistrate.” 


~ 
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numerous instances been recorded, where the press, labours 
» ing under a dangerous trepidation, has held a criminal si- 
"lence, refusing to expose to the just scorn of an intelligent 
_ community, the base actions of the privileged order; or it 
- has acted a still more criminal part—their vindication. 

> How revolting the idea that our liberties should ever be 
_ trampled upon by a powerful, insolent, and bigoted priest- 
' hood! How forbidding, even the thought that we should 
ever follow the example of hapless Spain, in submitting to 
the galling yoke of an Inquisition! But yet should the 
clergy ever succeed in establishing a mental supremacy over 
our countrymen, the voice of reason would be silenced by 
the clamor of bigotry and fanaticism. In vain would the 
inimitable charter of our rights inculcate the liberty of con- 
science, and equally vain would be its declaration, that ‘the 
liberty of the press is essential to the security of freedom.” 
In the universal brawling of brainless bigots it would remain 
an empty name, while the fetters of our religious thraldom 
were riveting by the very means which have been our safety. 












































FROM A LONDON PAPER. 

Signs of the times, or the difference between the pnusEnt. days 
BF and those of our ancestors. 
We see a hundred men hanged where they saw one: 
We see five hundred transported where they saw one. 
We see 5000 in the workhouse where they saw one. 
We see scores of Bible Societies where they saw none. 
In short, they saw true men where we see knaves. 


3 Addition by an American. 
i We see ten men in the state prison where they saw one. 
re We see whiskey and water where they saw sqwitchel, small 
| beer and cider. 
We see thousands of male and female gamblers where 
they saw one. 
We see missionary societies, Jew societies, dandies and 
dancing-masters, where they saw none. . 
We see hundreds of sectarian newspapers and strolling 
beggars, where they saw none. 
We see purse-proud priests, with 2000 dollars a year sa- 
lary, where they saw meek and humble ministers, who la 
boured with their hands. 
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We see impudent female fanatics, burning with zeal to 
convert Jews, Turks and Pagans, where they saw modest 
wndustrious women. 

We see self-styled young /adies and gentlemen, where they 
saw plain honest boys and girls. 

We see a piano forte, where they saw a loom. 


In short, they saw temperance and frugality, where we 
see drunkenness and poverty. [ Plain Truth, 





Harmony Socirety.—The founder of this Society is 
Mr. Rapp, a native of Germany, who is now about seventy 
vears of age. He isa seceder from the Lutheran church, 
He emigrated from his native country in 1803, with 300 or 
400 followers. 'Their first settlement was formed in Butler 
county, Penn. In 1815 they had increased to 800 souls— 
sold their establishment in Pennsylvania and removed to In- 
diana, where they purchased a township of land six miles 
square, on the Wabash, 100 miles from its mouth; and 56 
miles from Vincennes. A large brick church is now build- 
ing, 135 by 125 feet. They hold property in common, and 
are fast increasing in wealth. ‘Their goods and groceries 
are kept in one public store, and their grain and other pro- 
ducts in public storehouses. ‘There is no law nor adminis- 
tration of law among them; but if quarrels occur, they are 
to be settled by the parties themselves without the interven- 
tion of a third party. They have two public services on the 
Sabbath, conducted by Mr. Rapp, commencing with sing: 
ing, then a discourse, then a prayer, concluding with sing- 
ing. [ Boston Recorder. 


Roman Catholics. —Since the overthrow of Napoleon, the 
order of the Jesuits has been renewed by the Pope, and mis- 
sionaries have been sent from Rome to the different parts of 
Europe and America, where they have been unwearied in 
their exertions to disseminate the principles of their church. 
‘They have a college at Georgetown, D. C. another at Bal- 
timore, and a house of education at Emitzburgh, Penn. 
They have a convent in Kentucky, with a school and church. 
They have a nunnery of 26 nuns near Port Tobacco, Md. 
and another of 36 nuns at Georgetown. Preparations are 
making to establish more religious houses in the Westert 
atates. [ £2. 
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CATHOLIC AND PROTESTANT RELIGION. 
Extract from the Journal of the American Missionaries, Messrs. 
Fisk and King, in Upper Egypt. - 


| «Wednesday, 12. In the afternoon we went to Tahta, 


half an hour’s walk west of the river. We found several 
: ae 


} schools for boys; but in Egypt we no where hear of girls 
* at school. There is a Catholic convent, at which we called, 
/and found Padre Francesco, a missionary of the Propagan- 
da, who had been here eight years. He received us kindly, 
"and after we told him who we were, he took care to tell us 
' that he 1s not one of the superstitious priests. We offered 
him an Italian Bible and some tracts, which he received with 

a thousand thanks, and afterwards gave us one of his Arabic 
sermons in manuscript. He has under his care about five 
hundred Catholic Copts in and around Tahta. ‘There are 
four Catholic establishments in Upper Egypt. Padre Fran- 

_ cesco said there was no great difference between the Catho- 

' lics and English, as to doctrines; and as to ceremonies and 
matters of discipline, he thought these were not essential. He 
hopes, therefore, that one day there will be a re-union. He 


expressed great pleasure in having made our acquaintance.” 


eee 


Rerticion—The true secret of modern morality, consists 
in being able ¢o Aide our sins ;+and he who can do this with 
the greatest dexterity and adroitness, is sure of carrying off 
the palm of worldly religion. Milton very humorously de- 
scribes a man, who, without having the inward call, was de- 
sirous of being thought as religious as the rest of his neigh- 
bours of those times. ‘ This man,’ says he, “ finds him- 

» self some factor, to whose care and credit he may commit 
» the whole managing of his religious affairs; some divine 
| of note and estimation; and makes the person of that man 
his religion. He entertains him—lodges him: his religion 
comes home at night, prays, is liberally supped, and sump- 
tuously laid asleep; rises, is saluted, and after being well 
breakfasted, his religion walks abroad, and leaves the kind 
entertainer in the shop, trading all day without his religion.” 

[ Harrisburg Commonwealth. 

SLAVERY.—The black population in the United States 

amounted in 1820 to 1,764,836. The alarming increase of 
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the blacks casts a gloomy veil over the future prospects 6? 
the Union. It is a fact that the increase of them according 
to their number, is about one third greater than that of the 
whites. If in this ratio they continue to multiply, it is cal- 
culated, that in a century, the number of blacks will amount 
to about 20,000,000; and that of the whites in the slave. 
holding States, not exceeding 15,000,000. In South Caro. 
lina and Louisiana they are already more numerous than the 
whites. This growing evil, if not felt by the present gene. 
ration, succeeding ones will have cause, undoubtedly, to la. 
ment. [ Christian Repository. 





[Communicated by a correspondent in Vermont. } 


Extracts of letters from a young man at college, Glasgow, Seot- 
land, to his uncle in America. 


** March 48, 1820. I have finished the Latin and Greek logic, 
and Mathematic classes. Moral and Natural Philosophy are the 
»ther two junior classes I have to finish before I can enter the 
Divinity. You may wonder whether I am intending to be a min- 
ister or teacher. 1 would rather be a good teacher than an indit- 
ferent minister. I would, therefore, sincerely request of you to 
write particularly what encouragement there is for ministers and 
teachers, and which of them is scarcest in your country. Also 
write what salaries ministers and school-masters have.” 

** June 16, 1820. Send word what books and clothes I should 
bring over—If you send over £40 or £50 to me, and let me buy 
©o0oks and clothing, and other necessaries, I will pay you when 
I come over. I think it would take £30 or £40 to set me off in 
a decent manner and pay my freight.” 

** August 18, 1820. There are many young men who have gone 
through the course of the college for ministers, and have no view 
of places—and many teachers who cannot get schools. There ap- 
pears to be no encouragement for the rising generation—trade 
of every description is stocked. Send £20 or £30 to buy books 
and clothing, and I will pay you when I come over and begin to 
make a little money.” 

Answer to the foregoing, with little variation— 

** Dear Nephew,—The burden of your requests seems to lean 
to.a lucrative and fashionable living, and betrays gross ignorance 
of vital religion and the examples and precepts of its first minis- 
ters. Clothing, books, college education, and salaries, appea? 
to engross your whole attention, as if you had a wish that by 
means of these you might attract the popular favour. You cer- 
tainly ought to know that these exteriors, though admired by 
many, cannot feed the soul of a spiritual man, or convert the un- 
Tegenerate, any more than a whited sepulchre could furnish 4 
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nutrative meal to the hungry traveller. There are those who 
would be satisfied with outward appearance only—would flutter 
around you, and as you became obsequious to their fashions and . 
forms, would flatter or frown. But on these would you place 
vour dependence? ' 
" «© To be tilled with Greek Logic, Natural Philosophy and Ma- 
thematics, and be able to use jestures and tones artificially learn- 
ed at college, never looks to me like being filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and wisdom from above. In preaching the gospel, ‘ God 
hath made fuolish the wisdom of this world” ‘Look ye out among 
you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wis- 
dom.’ These characters may be had in every true church. Such 
ualifications ‘make able ministers of the New Testament—not 
of the letter, but of the spirit.’ This spirit furnisheth matter and 
manner, though not according to the vain show and wisdom of 
; this world. Christ sends not any but to preach the gospel; not 
> in word only, but in the power and demonstration of the spirit. 
And this, even by a learned man, was not to be done ‘with the 
wisdom of words,’ (which is the principle use of college educa- 
tion. ) 

‘‘Y hope you will learn who and what it was that furnished 
ability to poor plain mento preach the gospel. It was not all 
the rhetoric of the schools, nor is it at this day—but a fulness in 

; degree of that spirit which inspired the primitive preachers, who 
L spake as the spirit gave them utterance. To suppose that a bottle 
: filled with coloured water may be emptied out wine, is no more 
*) inconsistent with right reason, than to suppose that a man filled 
ae; with merely the wisdom of this world, could pour out spiritual 
things. I do not wish to discourage you from learning—but the 
contrary, if your motives be right; only do not affect to know, 
by human learning, that which it never can furnish. When learn- 
ing, in place of puffing up to self-importance, makes a man more 
humble, more conscious of his ignorance and the sins of his own 



































aR, heart, it has produced a salutary effect; but these desirable at- 
| tainments are seldom produced by a college education, or from 
»  ##the habits and manners.of those with whom we are associated in 
© »dbtaining it. Youn Unc ie. 

a * Barnet, Vt. 1820.” 
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a: Missionary School and Heathen Youths. 


A marriage has lately taken place between a young Cherokee 
indian at the Foreign Missionary School, Cornwall, Con. and a 
white female of respectable connexions in that neighbourhood. 
This circumstance, with a supposition that three other such mar- 
viages are in treaty, appears not altogether so agreeable to some 
of the people of Connecticut, and is attributed to the system 
pursued towards the heathen youth there, whom they are train- 
ag up for missionary service. The Editor of the 2merican Lage, 


1- 
a of 











70 THE REFORMER, 


printed at Litchfield, in the same county, in commenting on the 
ease of this marriage, observes: 

“Have not the Agents, Principals, and Guardians of that In. 
stitution (Rev. Dr. Beecher, Rev. Timothy Stone, Rev. Charles 
Prentice, Rev. Joseph Harvey, and Rev. Herman Daggett) who 
live at the place, and in its vicinity, and of course some of the 
first families in their churches, partaking of their spirit, for a long 
time treated these blacks and Indians with more marked atten. 
tion and caresses, than the sons of our most worthy farmers, or 
common citizens? Have they not taken them into the best cir. 
cles, and in fact treated them, in all respects, as a race of beings 
superior to our common citizens’—Have not the females in that 
place been seen to ride and walk out with them arm in arm, by 
night and by day—spend evenings with them—invite them to 
tea-parties—correspond with them by letters—suffer themselves 
to be complimented by them—and this by some who there call- 
ed themselves the jirst—in short, receiving them as the most fa- 
voured gallants, and beaux, and the top-knot of gentry; while 
young men of the town, poor white boys, were often cast into the 
shade by these their coloured and tawny rivals? and this known 
to more or less of the above named clergy and guardians of the 
school. Would this be without their encouragement and sanc- 
tion? 

** And is this all that has been done in this supposed course or 
system of conduct? Look at the quarterly accounts of this school. 
Note how often you see lovely youths, hopeful youths, amiable 
youths, promising, interesting young men, and other like endear- 
ing epithets, coupled with the personal adulation and caresses 
towards them, all calculated, whether designed or not, to fan, to 
Hutter, beguile and decoy the heart of a young female and her 
mother into impressions that a connexion with such characters, 
so highly praised, so much caressed, would not, after all, be so 
very unpleasant. In short, could they have taken a course more 
likely to make these natives feel their own consequence, and of- 
ter their embraces and themselves in marriage to our females?” 

In a later number of the same paper the Editor states: 

**A gentleman from Cornwall informed and assures us as truth, 
that when the Cherokee, lately married at that place, was asked 
what he thought of some strong and pointed remarks made by a 
man, against his marrying a white girl, replied, ‘/f J called my- 
self a savage, I would go hundreds of miles to TAKE THE SCALP 
of that man.’ Enough of civilization to know, that without that 
‘if,’ he would have been arrested for a threat—enough of the sa- 
vage left, to have his first thoughts turn instantly to a scalp. The 
sweet and only revenge of a sca/p, is thought of, and that for only 
expressing indignation at his marrying a white girl!’’* 





*The U. States Gazette of Feb. 25, states that the father of the 


young woman has gone crazy in consequence of this marriage. 
it appears the mother was an accessary to the marriage. 
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Speaking of a late Missionary meeting held at Litchfield, not 
many miles distant from the Cornwall School, the Editor of the 
American Eagle remarks: 

‘It was an extremely stormy day, the going excessively bad, | 
and of course the meeting was thinly attended. How much money 
they got we do not know; we have, however, heard that when | 
the hat was carried round a number of little tomahawks, bows and 
arrows, rifle balls, and such like articles, were thrown in. Whe- 
ther these will be enumerated when the report of the collections 
of that day is published, remains to be seen—but they, with some 
old continental money, were collected on the occasion.”’ In re- 
ference to himself, he says—‘‘ Once he thought of going, and so 
when the hat came round taking a silver dollar from his pocket, 
. if he could find one there, and hold it up to see how their eyes 
would sparkle for it, and then put it back in his pocket againy 
and so cheat old mammon a little in this way; but he did not go.” 





From various circumstances, and from the sorrowful notes 
sounded by Lyman Beecher in his late sermon on ‘* Building the 
old wastes,” it manifestly appears, that the missionary cause, and 
priestcraft, in the State of Connecticut, are on the wane; and 
that already, agreeably to the forebodings of Mr. Beecher, “Con- 
necticut is Connecticut no more.” Few perhaps will feel much 
sympathy for Mr. Beecher and his partisans, in their peculiarly 
hard and tried case, as set forth in our present number. Them- 
selves, their schemes and stratagems, are too well known, even 
> »5y their own people, and they show too clearly that their object 
» is to endeavour to regain the ascendency which they once pos- 
sessed in the Legislature of the State; and that they would, if 
they had the power, have no other religious persuasion tolerated 
in their borders. 

A corrupt and intolerant priesthood had indeed a long reign 
m Connecticut; but the enchantment happily has been broken. 
Many of their own people, and those of every other religious de- 
nomination, saw their objects and designs and the boldness with 
which they urged their claims; and, by their united efforts, elect- 
ed such rulers as would no longer favour their motives and their 
schemes. While their tools were in office, they went as far as 
the state of the people and the times would permit. Should they 
again be able to place men of their own choice at the head of 
government in that State, they would, no doubt, soon make up 
what they have lost; ‘* build the old wastes,” and seek to be re- 
venged on those who have been accessary to their downfall 
=o they will ever succeed in accomplishing this, time must 

isclose, 
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_ Law against common Drunl:ards.—A law passed the last ses- 
sion of the Connecticut Legislature, that idle and drunken per- 
sons be publicly posted; that all who sell spirits to such persona, 
be fined 7 dollars for each offence, and forfeit their license. The 
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trial may be before any Justice of the Peace, from whom there. 
is no appeal. | Boston Recorder. 


What have the standing order of clergy in Connecticut bee, 7 


doing all along, that they could not preserve the people froy 


drunkenness? They are a numerous body in that State, and haye & 


been well paid to guard the morals and habits of its citizens 
It seems, however, they have not done this; and the Legislature 
must take the matter in hand and depend upon their services no 
longer. So we shall find it in every country. Vice and wicked. 
ness most prevails where there is the greatest number of priests, 
and the best provision is made for them. 


[From the Boston Recorder of February 14.] 


Theological Seminary at Auburn, N. Y. At a numerous meet. 
ing of clergymen, and others, at the Library of the Theological 
Seminary in Auburn, on the 15th inst. 

Resolved, That this convention highly approve of the establish. 
ment of a Theological Seminary in the Western District of the 
State of New York. 

Resolved, As the sense of this convention, that in order to place 
the said Institution upon a permanent basis, the Board of Trus- 
tees need, in addition to their present funds, the sum of 20,000 
dollars: 10,000 dollars for the support of the third Professor: and 
10,000 dollars to defray the expenses of the Professors build- 
ings, &e. 

kiesolved, That it be recommended to the Board of Trustees to 
appoint Agents, to solicit donations for the purposes aforesaid. 

Twelve agents, consisting of the most active clergymen and 
laymen in the Western District, were accordingly appointed, anc 
the counties, which they should visit, specified. 

[These twelve active agents, like military dragoons, will scour 
the western parts of New York, to bring in recruits of money ‘9 
support the establishment. } 

Philadelphia.—The Christian Gazette states that ‘more than 
staty thousand souls in that city and county are destitute of the 
means of grace.’’ { Boston Recorder, Feb. 21. 

[We would request the Editor of the ‘Christian Gazette’ to 
inform us, what are ** the means of grace2?”” There are in Phila- 
delphia 80 churches or meeting-houses, and no lack of Priests.) 


*," The Mission from New York, and “Extracts from Wm. Penn, 
shall be attended to in our next. “ E. H.” has been received—but came 
too late for the present number. 

RFCS ORG 2S 


‘The Reformer is printed on the first day of each month, at one dollar 4 
sm Letters to be addressed to 'T. R. GATES, Proprietor and principa! 

ditor, No. 290, North Third Street, Philadelphia, Numbers can yet be 
supplied from the commencement of the work. 
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